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'T 4 gave ds greateſt pleaſure to read, ſake ws fade, + a paper 
addreſſed to you, giving an account of your cauſe before the 
Court of Seſſion; the more ſo, as I am ſenſible, that what is 
therein ſet furth, is confiſtent with fact, and the advices to you 


conſonant with . At the ſame time, I think myſelf, as a well- 
|  wiſher to your intereſt, called upon to make a few remarks upon the 


preſent Election, and enforce the opinions delivered in that paper as 


to your conduct. It gave me no leſs ſatisfaction, to find your (I 1 
251 


gives a real and moſt proper narration of ſome parts of the abuſe 


unanimous approbation of the report of the Delegates, whic 


you have met with, not only from the Town Council, but alſo from 
Sir Laurence Dundas, and his Micnions. You there find, you have 


been led into a moſt expenſive, and moſt trifling litigation, by Sir 
Laurence's party in Council; and 187 muſt be, nay, you thereby de- 


clare yourſelves ſenſible, chat if he had not given his aſſent to theſe 
ſteps, they DyYRST not have oppoſed you: And beſides, as theſe 


people are nor over-wealthy, you may be certain, that the pURsE, as 


well as the countenance of your Repreſentative, is employed againſt 
you. This aſſertion may to ſome appear extraordinary, but a moment's 
conſideration muſt make it very plain, Who are thoſe men who op- 


poſe you? Are they a ſociety of any kind, intereſted in the good of 


the commune ? Are they authoriſed by the Merchant Company to 


oppreſs you? Or, are they not rather a ſet of men, who have got into 


Council, by cringing to Mr Lawrie; and who now find, that both his, 
and Sir Laurence 8 adminiſtration, has been of ſuch a difagreeable "wil 
| ture, 
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ture, that hay, cannot expect to continue in power, but by keeping 
you in that ſame daſtardly ſtate you are nom in? That they are no 


ſociety intereſted in the good of the Town, will be readily granted, — 


their whole actions and behaviour ſhow it; and that they have no 


7 authority from the Merchant Company, is as certain, This reſpect- ; 


able body, in the year 1763, were, if J miſtake not, the original 
propoſers of this reſtriction being taken off from the Trades ; and a 
minute ſtill remains in their books, n highly e 
of the plan of doing ſo. 

Your oppreffors have uſed very great kbertics,; in repreſenting g you. 
5 the moſt deſpicable, and moſt ignorant wretches ; and that con- 


UOENTTS: 


ban your abilities and education, you have already too much to 5 


fay in au the adminiſtration ; but that, nevertheleſs, you are Now graſp- 
ing at the compleat management of the City when, in fac, the 


Merchant Cdichuß have nothing to ſay in the affair. No one 22 


mon ſt you, I dare ſay, will deny the merit to that honoura le body 
it de erves; and I dare ſay you will be ſenſible, that if chey had 


& ry tees I; 


had 12 power in the City affairs, the ſame groſs enormities would not 


haye 
wid par ty. Jour Delegates were exceeding ſenſible of this; and, at their 
| meeting, appointed a . of eight of their number, 


very 
We with ſome of the merchants who were moſt zealous for che 
0 all the'abuſes you daily met with, and to go hand i in hand. 
fich them, to Have b both bodies properly ae e in Council. 
Mis this meeting 8, your Bolegarg pove appointed a ſtanding e 
of fourteen, to meet with the Merchants whenever they Thould bg- 
nify their intention of doing ſo ; and, after all theſe ſteps, are you fo 
mel Lo blame? I really think thoſe people who have audacity to 
miſrepreſent facts fo egregioully,. deſerve to be deſpiſed by all good 
citizens; and you, in place of being reviled, ſhould meet with their 
755 probation, for the great candour and moderation. you have ſhown 
. n All th E eps of this important affair. Can there be a ſtronger mark 
Si at t . the eſe men had neither orders from the Merchant Company to 
>ppoſe” o, nor have they met with their approbation. fince, "Na 


menſe majorit How Kappy is this for you! for the friend: s of Sir 
Laurence Dundas were fooliſh enough to affirm,: that all this oppoſi- 
tion in 0 oundl, Was ſtirred up by a late Chief Magi rate, to ſerve 
his own ends, ad would only have the tendency to. put you all mad 
for the time, and at laſt would end in a bubble of air; and that the 
Merchants in town, who pay four-fifths of the ſtent, and who are 
men of ſuch fortunes, ſo high birth, ſuch liberal education, and ſo very 
great talents for managing the affairs of the City, would declare ten 
to one againſt that party who ſupꝑart your cauſe. But, how unexpect- 
cd! three to one appeared iy urs; in ſhort 1 may be al- 
lowed to lay, that thoſe peop a Satty - wrongoufly oppoſe you, 


een committed, which we ſee daily put in practice by the pre- 


y one of them are moſt deſervedly rejected from the FORE 
* table body; and your friends brought in by an im 
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are ſpewed out by every ſociety, as unfit to appear amongſt n men of 
ſiberality! and candour. It muſt appear, therefore, that your oppo= 
L nents are conſcious! of their own NOTHINGNESs,—and convinced, 
that if you ſhall obtain redreſs of your grievances, the firſt ſtep you 
will nacithlly take, will be, to rid the Town from the management 
of men fo undeſerving of the high honour ACCIDENT has con erred i 
upon them, : 
After having entered upon this cauſe j in the keen 8 fairited n man- 
ner you have done, — having voted your Poors' fund for the carrying 
it on, and approved of the minute of the Delegates, I may 7 un- 
animouſly, Can there be the ſmalleſt doubt what part you ought to 
act? I 7 certain, that there is not any one of you who ſhall Oar 
der this affair with Dis PASSION and CANDOUR, withou 
that he can only move in one line, if he acts conſiſtent = Either fo 
the good of his own ſociety, or of the community at large. Would 
it not be very abfurd to tell us, that he will, in every point chat con- 
cerns the honour and intereſt of your bodies, ſtand. firm as, a rock, 
and at the ſame time vote with Sir Laurence Dundas's party, either 
as a partizan of that GREAT MAN, or a private friend 1 to an of his 
party ? What abfurdiry ! Muſt not even the | moſt. zealous. fr ſup- 
porting that intereſt, ſee the folly of theſe aſſertions, and the incom- \ 
patibili ity of performin g two things ſo extremely contradiQtory,? 1s 
it poſſible that any of you ſhall ſacrifice the honour and intereſt of. : 
his own Incorporation, and indeed of the whole Trades tagether, . 
infamouſly ?—as, by the ſhadow of voting with your. Brethren in 
one inſtance, vote plump at the ſame time, in an hundred different 
caſes, with a party who have abuſed you, and have done every thing 
in their power to retain you in bondage. Has not, Sir Laurence 
Dundas, or his PROxIES, (for fo I muſt call them in Council, ,) voted 
in direct oppoſition to you? and have not you declared, in the mi- 
nute before mentioned, that he has acted diamerricaly oppoſite to 
your honour and intereſt ? and can any of you, after this, be ſo 
mean, ſo baſe, as, for the ſake of ſome | pecuniary conſideration, to 
vote with fach people? I hope it will be impoſſible te. find many 
ſuch: But knowing there are a few, who have neither the e 
intereſt of your body at heart, P yet have the honour o b c 
bered amongſt the Trades of Edinburgh, 1 ſhould think it, ady ble le, 
nay abſolutely neceſſary, to inform them, that, upen,, this. docafions 
they mult give up their own thoughts and inclinations tar t ie good 
of the Community, and chat they muſt even ſaerifice their. iyate in- 
tereſt for the good of the Public. Muſt not every one ſee Buy abfür- 
dity of a man pretending to be anxious in behalf of the Trades, and 
at the ſame time voting with a party who oppoſe them ? It gives me 
pain to find a few men (at leaſt hitherto) reſpectable, hold out theſe 
ſentiments, That if they ſupport your cauſe in general, they do 
enough; and that they may then ſafely join all the reſt of Sir Lau- 
rence Dundas's meaſures, But 1 have no doubt, you will ſoon ſee 


through. 
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through this blind, and return theſe men meaſure for meaſure, And, 
at the ſame time, I can't help pronouncing the conſequences of ſuch 
a behaviour, that you, exaſperated with their unbecoming conduct, 
will not only with one conſent withdraw your countenance and trade 
from them, but at the ſame time throw a 8TIGMA upon them, 
which will ſtick cloſe all the days of their lives. How infamoyſly 
would they behave, who could ſquander away funds for the ſup- 
port of the poor and needy, and their own decayed Brethren, — and 
at the ſame time bring into Council, men who will render that pur- 
ſuit in vain, for obtaining which theſe funds are applied! This con- 
duct muſt ſtrike every one of common ſenſe, as highly meriting their 
greateſt abhorrence, and, I have no doubt, will be treated in a way theſe 
people (if any ſhall prove ſo daring, and ſo inſignificant) by no means 
expect. Think then well; be not impoſed upon, by ſpecious reaſoning, 
or VAIN PROMISES, You have begun this purſuit for Freedom with 
eagerneſs and ſpirit, becoming the character of Tradeſmen of Edin- 
burgh : If you fail as ro your conduct, the reflections, nay, ſſigmata 
thrown upon you, will not be confined to yourſelves, but your de- 
ſcendants, for ages yet to come, will feel the effects of your miſcon- 
duct: Your very children (when old age will make their tender care 
neceſſary for your comfort here) will deſpiſe you as the cauſe of their 
ſlavery ; and when your bodies are rotten in the earth, your fellow- 
tradeſmen will curſe your very duſt, for not obtaining them Freedom 
upon the eaſy terms you can do at preſent. In ſhort, no one amongſt 
you, can have a will of their own, when the public good is concerned. 
Laying both parties aſide with reſpect to their Leaders, conſider 
which are your friends, and which your foes, —adhere firmly to che 
firſt, and avoid the laſt as the devil; and he that does otherwiſe, will 
not only meet with what I have threatened him with here, but will 
have great cauſe for repentance, for violently cauſing. the Poors' 
money to be ſquandered away, and, at the ſame time, acting a moſt 
mean, diſhonourable part, in counteracting the intention of its appli- 
cation: For ſure, not even Bailie Walker himſelf, can imagine that 
ſuch conduct can be agreeable in the fight of the Supreme Being. It 
gives me very great pain, to look forward upon the effects of Mr 
Dundas's coming here at this time. I reſpet him as a Gentle- 
man; but, conſidering the bad conſequences of Sir Laurence's con- 
duct here laſt Election, by exaſperating the populace ſo much as 
_ to raiſe mobs in the City, which not only hurt your properties, but 
endangered your lives, I cannot but be uneaſy at the proſpect of this 
Election, when ſimilar ſteps are taken to enſlave you, —lI hope, how- 5 
ever, that you will all guard againſt ſuch meaſures as may incenſe - 
the inhabitants ; for, if they were enraged at Sir Laurence's party 
filling up ſome of the firſt offices in Council, with the moſt de- 
Jpicable characters, how much more muſt they be incenſed at an 
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